
WESTERN UNION ADDRESS: FAX-GOX LOS ANGELES

CABLE ADDRESS: SPARMETER, LOS ANGELES

TELETYPE ADDRESST TWX LA 325
EL MONTE. CALIFORNIA

225 NORTH TEMPLE CITY BLVD,

February 23, ]-956

It[r. Franeis T. Mayo
Senlor Ground Tfater Engineer
Office of State Engineers
Utah State Capitol Bulldtng
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Sir:
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At the request of Mr. Iloward Frandsen of Vfaterworks Equlprnent Conpany, we
are happy to rela-te our experienee regarding the current laws eovering
aceurate measurement of ground water withdrawals from underground basins,

We have been faeed wlth thls sltuation to the greatest degree in one pa.r-
tlcular area here in Southern Callfornia. At present, there ls a California
State Law that eovers all wells in Orange County with punps having a dis-
eharge size of two inehes or larger. Thls law states that the quantity of
water pumped be neasured wlth an approved lntergrating neter. The purpose
of the Orange County neter law l-s briefly this; Colorado River water il pur-
chased wholesale by the Orange County tr?ater Dlstriet from the Metropolitln
Water District of Los Angeles and then pereolated by neans of reeharge basins
baek lnto the ground. The cost of thls water is borne by the Users on a
quantity use basis. The lndividual keeps his own neter readLngs and tqrns
thls infornation lnto the 0range County Tlater Dlstrict at the end of a year
in order to establish hls share of the eost (very nuch like Incoure Tax). stiff
penalties in the way of fines and/or lmprisonurent can be levied if wtllful
fraud or misrepresentation is detected by the Orange County lTater Distrlct
auditors. 0n the form provicled the User, asklng for total yearly water use
as expressed l-n Acre Feet, l-s a line l-nqulrlng the method of neasurement.

There is another law eovering the five remaining Southern California
eounties that also calls for aeeurate measurenent of all weIls, by an approved
type meter, but here, it ls not manditory, nerely suggestive. The basii is
one ol establlshing water rlghts ln that there is eonsirlerable litigation
pending l-n these areas. fn {hetr broehure, the State of Callfornla Dlvlsion
of water Resourees has reeomnended the use of our meter, but, as before
stated, has not ordered their use.

The state Engineers office of santa Fe, New Mexlco is also vitally in-
terested in thls same t5pe legislation to eover the Roswell, Carlsbad and
Peeos Valley Dlstricts and while legislation has been enaeted here, lt has
not as yet been actively enforeed. They d
immlnent and would involve around 1500 net
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l'1r. Francis T. I4ayo
SaJ.t la,ke City, Watt
February 21, L955

Ttre metering equilment we are furnishing the Orange County fa:mers, most
of the well ovners in the five additional Southern Cal-ifolrlia countj-es,
as velJ- as rvbat rre propose to furnish the State of Nev lviexico Users, con-
sists nain-ly of the Sparling-ltbsterflo Iow hessure Li.ne lt4eter as ilJ-us-
trated and described on Data Sheet 1307, enclosed., and the $tarliag-lbster-
flo Irrimeter as i-l-lustratecl and. d.escribed. on Data Sbeet 402, enclosed.

Please note the Irrimeter is suitable for verbical mor:nting usually insid.e
a stantlpipe. It ca.n be most helpfuJ. on existing installations nhere loca-
tion difficulties arise due to shorb distences of d.ischarge pipe from the
prnp to the stantlpipe with not enough space available for the J-iae meter.
The Iri^neter may be located in the ver-bica-l J-ine iusitle the standpipe it-
self , grouted. into an elbow from the prmp cU.scharge line.

We are enclosing Price Lists covering both the Iow kessure Line Meter and
the Irri-neter. l{hile it nay be seen that the first cost is consid.erably
less on the lrrineter, the Iow kessure Line Meter is simpler to install
therefore, the overalJ- cost on either type is about the same.

The rrriter anticipates a trip to your region in the very near future and
llouJ-d be only too happy to anplify on this infomstion. If in the meaatime,
aclditional- inforration is required., feel free to contact us as we are here
to be of service.

Very truly yours,

SPARTTNG MSIER COMPAIIy
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